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and can tailor their plan to their specific 
needs. The Act also encourages the involve-
ment of private sector entities and promotes 
innovative financing. 

Mr. Speaker, the NAHASDA reauthorization 
bill will build upon the success of the past five 
years by providing more housing development 
on our nation’s Indian reservations. The 
amendments included in the bill help to 
streamline the Act to make it more user-friend-
ly and also further emphasize the self-deter-
mination aspect of the Act. Housing is the 
backbone of economic and community devel-
opment. It creates jobs and drives tribal 
economies. It is a basic need that can 
strengthen progress in other areas like edu-
cation and health care, too. 

I would like to thank my colleague, Con-
gressman J. D. HAYWORTH for his dedication 
to Native American issues, and for working so 
diligently toward the passage of this bill. It is 
my hope that my colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle will support this bill for what it is—a 
renewed commitment to the well-being of the 
Native American people of this nation. Thank 
you.
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CALLING FOR AN END TO THE 
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Wednesday, October 16, 2002

Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise in support of H. Con. Res. 349 that I in-
troduced earlier this year to call attention to 
the terrible exploitation that has occurred with-
in the refugee camps in West Africa and else-
where in the world. 

Since this legislation was introduced, some 
progress has been made in resolving the mat-
ter of sexual abuse of refugee women and 
girls living in UNHCR camps. 

According to a recent letter I received from 
the Washington Office of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees, a number of 
new procedures have been introduced by that 
organization to take preventive action. New 
guidelines have been set for field staff in Afri-
ca and in other regions of the world. UNHCR 
has stated ‘‘there is absolutely no place in the 
humanitarian community for those who exploit 
others,’’ and emphasizes the need for strict 
adherence to a ‘zero-tolerance’ policy. 

It also is important to note that the U.N. Of-
fice of Internal Oversight Services has carried 
out more than 250 interviews in the field on 
this matter and will issue its report to the U.N. 
General Assembly during this year’s session. 

However, Mr. Speaker, despite these ef-
forts, much more work is needed to resolve 
the existing problem. The matter of sexual 
abuse of women and children remains a real 
threat, especially for those who have already 
been dispossessed from their homelands and 
who face uncertain futures as refugees. 

On this issue, we now know that the lives of 
refugee women and their children are at stake. 
The poor quality of life in many refugee set-
tings can lead to sexual violence, abuse and 
harassment of children.

This is what appears to have occurred in 
the refugee camps located in Sierra Leone, 

Guinea and Liberia and now Zimbabwe and 
possibly elsewhere. Young girls are defense-
less in the face of such exploitation and there-
fore we must be their champions wherever 
such evil is found in the world. 

It is appalling that local aid workers of inter-
national and local humanitarian agencies and 
NGOs, and even perhaps some members of 
peacekeeping forces, have been accused of 
carrying out this sexual exploitation. 

Mr. Speaker, my Resolution commends the 
Secretary General of the United Nations for 
his forthright stand on this matter and ex-
presses support for the comprehensive inves-
tigation that he launched to look into this scan-
dalous situation. When I and several other 
Members of the Women’s Caucus met with 
Mr. Annan in New York in April, he expressed 
his deep appreciation for our concern and indi-
cated that, along with the global U.N. inves-
tigation underway, he believed that more 
women should help manage these camps to 
avoid future exploitation. 

Part of the lack of protection of refugee chil-
dren’s rights comes from too little money. Al-
though the United States contributes about 22 
per cent of the budget of UNHCR, the funding 
from all donors is inadequate. Increased re-
sources are a must if better physical protec-
tion is to be made available for women and 
their children. These refugee settlements are 
often large operations and are quite complex 
to run. 

Due to decreased funding, UNHCR and its 
NGO partners have had to cut staff and drop 
supervision of many services. This has led to 
the U.N.’s guidelines on protecting refugee 
women and child rights not being fully imple-
mented. Obviously, we must strive to commit 
more funding to U.N. agencies dealing with 
refugees, so that the camps become a less 
dangerous environment for women and chil-
dren. 

My measure also calls on the President to 
reaffirm the commitment of the United States 
to protect the well-being and human rights of 
women and girls as well as to review under 
USAID and the Department of Agriculture, the 
distribution of U.S. food assistance to refugee 
communities around the world. 

We cannot allow girl children to become 
sexual pawns because they do not have 
enough food to eat. This situation really 
should not be tolerated. It is distressing that 
many girls feel compelled to exchange sexual 
favors for food because their food rations can-
not last a month and their families go hungry. 
This lack of sufficient food is something that 
the American people would want to do some-
thing about. 

Mr. Speaker, I thought that it was important 
to highlight this issue and to show that our 
Government takes the matter of abuse of 
human rights seriously wherever it is found. 
The President must affirm this principle on the 
part of the American people. Hopefully, the 
final report of the U.N. investigation will make 
recommendations about the disciplining of 
those who sexually exploit children. I firmly be-
lieve that prompt action must be taken to bring 
those who have brought shame upon the hon-
orable profession of giving service to refu-
gees—the dispossessed of the earth—to full 
account. 

Mr. Speaker, we are now facing a serious 
food crisis in southern and eastern Africa. 
Famine is ravishing these countries along with 
the AIDS pandemic. A large proportion of ref-

ugee women and children are suffering as a 
result. We must do all that we can to help pro-
tect them from any form of exploitation—sex-
ual or otherwise that can arise from their vul-
nerable situation. I urge passage of this legis-
lation.
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Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay special tribute to an important part of the 
economy, culture and education of the Copper 
Country of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to honor the Keweenaw Na-
tional Historic Park on its tenth anniversary. 

Keweenaw National Historic Park became a 
reality on October 27, 1992 when Public Law 
102–543 was signed into law by President 
George Herbert Walker Bush. The park’s cre-
ation was first mentioned in 1971. The effort 
began in earnest in 1982 and culminated with 
the establishment of America’s three hundred 
sixty sixth national park ten years ago. 

The twin purposes in establishing the park 
were preserving the nationally significant his-
torical cultural sites and structures on Michi-
gan’s Keweenaw Peninsula for the education, 
benefit, and inspiration of present and future 
generations; and to interpret the historical syn-
ergism between the geological, aboriginal, so-
ciological, cultural, technological, and cor-
porate forces that relate the story of copper on 
the Keweenaw Peninsula and the entire na-
tion. 

Seventeen cooperating sites comprise the 
Keweenaw National Historic Park. Each sepa-
rate site tells a different part of the story of the 
Copper Country’s significant role in the Amer-
ican Industrial Revolution. Coupled with the 
area’s natural beauty, the park draws more 
and more visitors each year. 

The park has been growing in assets and 
visitors year by year and during the tenth anni-
versary celebration the Keweenaw National 
Historic Park Headquarters will be dedicated. 
The park headquarters will be located in a one 
hundred five year old office building, that for-
merly served as the Calumet & Hecla (C&H) 
Company’s general office building. Refur-
bishing efforts are currently underway at two 
former mining related sites, the C&H library, 
that will serve as the Keweenaw History Cen-
ter and at an old union hall. These sites and 
the fourteen other cooperating park sites tell 
the unique story of the copper miners’ (many 
from foreign countries) migration to Michigan’s 
Upper Peninsula in a sociological and histor-
ical context. 

The idea of bringing curious historical visi-
tors to the area has been accepted by the 
public and private sectors of the Keweenaw 
Peninsula. The coalition of area residents and 
businesses foresaw the educational benefits 
that accurate historic preservation would pro-
vide to residents and visitors alike. Com-
memorating and interpreting the history of 
hard rock mining in the Keweenaw has pro-
vided an economic boom to the area not seen 
since the boom days of the Calumet & Hecla 
and Quincy Mining Companies.
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